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- Bxtension Soil Conservationists attending the conference were: 


Irvine T. Dietrich, North Dakota 
M. P. Hansmeier, Montana 
Leonard L. Iadd, South Dakota 
Reuben C. Lind, Kansas 
Qwen J. McDougal, Nebraska 


Others, attending the conference were: 


John A. Bartruff, Assistant State Conservationist, SCS, Laramie, Wyoming 
L. E. Clapp, Extension Soil Conservationist, Ames, Iowa. 
Arthur W. Emerson, Chief, Regional Division of Information and Education, 
scS, Lincoln, Nebraska 
H. E. Engstrom, Assistant Regi onal Gre canis eo: SCS, Lincoln, Nebraska 
Adrian C. Fox, Head, Regional Educational Relations “Section, scs, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Bernie Camp, Assistant Extension Rditon, Nebrasky 


Hs G. Gould, Assistant Director of Extemsion Administration, Lincoln, Nebraska 


O. W. Greene, Chief, Regional Personnel Mat eg ster ig vision, ote 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


B. H. Hopkins, Chief, Regional Project Plans Divtetod, “S08, Lincoln, Ae 


E. G. Jones, State Conservationist, SCS, Nebraska - 

Steven J. Kortan, Zone Conservationist, scs 

A. E. Marquardt, Assistant State Conservati onist, “SCS, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Dr. Roy Matelski, Agronomy Department, Bninerst ta of Neprasle 

A. E.:McClymonds, Regional Conservator, SCS, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Bye Cs McLean, In Charge, Visual Tageenat oh Unit, taformatt on pieenens 
ScS, Lincoln, Nebraska 

O. E. MeConnell, Assistant Regional Conservator, In Charge of pera 
‘SCS, Lincoln, Nebraska 

M. S. ‘McMurtrey , Regional Biologist, SCS, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Kirk M. Sandals, Chief, Water Conservati on Division, SCS, Lincoln, Nebraska 

J. F. Schinagl, "Extension Editor, Laramie, Wyoming 

Harold J. Swan, Head, Regional Current Information Section, Information 
Division, SCS, Lincoln, Nebraska 

W. R. Tascher, Extension-SCS Conservationist, Urbeva, Illinois 

Charles W. Townsend, Soil Conservationist, Regicnal Project Plans Division, 
scs, lincoln, Nebraska 

Dr. M. D. Weldon, Associate Brorsunon of Agronony, In Charge of Soils 
Research,. Lincoln, Nebraska 
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snot A chart summarizing a Sais ar dat flood saneeenh areas now Wither gel 
the United States was used to shaw that 75 percent of flood damage’ oc S. rs. : 
on farms and ranches on any particular watershed. The remaining 25 p oe 
is damage from siltation, various urban losses, stream channels, and f 
plains. Congressional authority provides for work on flood control in she 
Department of Agriculture and the Corps of Army Engineers. Within the De 
partment of Agriculture the Forest Service and Soil Conservation Service 
are concerned. The outlook for survey completion in the Missouri River © 
Basin is approximately two years. Reference was made to the operational 
activities on the Little Sioux Watershed which is illustrative of such work © 
on other tributaries in the Missouri River Basin. This discussion provided — 
guidance for Extension Service activities with respect to surveys to be taken 
and the educational activities and organization needed to carry out flood 
control.activities. Emphasis was given the need for work of this kind pri 
to hie field construction activities. ie ee 


ee denbee ot How Education Affects Establishment of Soil Conservation 


State and regional studies of progress in soil conservation districts con- 
cerning such items as the number of applications received from farmers, farm — 
conservation plans, establishment of conservation and maintenance shaved — 

that to a great extent the progress is a matter of education supplemented hat 
by on-site technical assistance. The high degree of correlation which has ~ 
been observed emphasizes the need for intensified educational work to obtain | 
the needed resuits quickly. This is particularly true in the case. of PrOP. 
Si flood control activities. Ue 


an Recording and Reporting Soil Conservati on hotenal atmerea 


A plan for recording soil conservation district activities which is. ein ‘es 
developed by the Nebraska State Soil Conservation Committee was discussed. 
The discussion brought out ways in which Extension Soil Conservationists — 
and others could assist with the development of full and accurate reports 
of soil conservation district work. These records will show the assistaace 
of agencies, organizations, and others to the districts. The records and) Sa 
reports of the Extension Stree and Soil Conservation Service were differ~ 
-entiated from those of the soil conservation districts. District mecotday 
' may be used, it was felt, as the basis for fuller reporting of district 
1M work to he. people of the districte Certain legal advantages were us ental 
~' as resulting from fuller district records. Several suggestions for improve-— 
ment. of the tentative Nebraska plan were made and Copies were. made available — 
to the a) soil conservationists. , 


ns ad 
Parag 


Pe anche pep ealats ch Can Eligible anpleyoes + and. S05 Personnel Re quien 


Recent retirement legislation was reviewed end aisstoe ssw eect A ‘sum— 
a mary of the major features of the new retirament plan for those eligible ~ 


. mission. It was. recommended that since new features of the ‘Pekemeent p 
yes, affect survivors, that instructions pertaining to these features be inc lud 
with other important papers for . Baca rot et after they have been given ih 
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Desi cesticn: watt: ithe employee's family. A major change of interest to 
if. the extension soil conservati onis ts is an increase of the deduction from 
“sblary., for retirement of from 5 to 6 percent. 


“The ‘need 1 was ee for college graduates as Eaplidyees of the ‘Soil. Con- 
servation Service who have received technical training in soil ‘conservation 
and basic sciences with which conservation has been integrated, so that as— 
sistance rendered districts technically will meet the necessary standards 
which are required in the successful establishment of conservation. It is 
believed that only with such a background of formal education will in-service 
training of the Soil Conservation Service provide a competent technical 
staff. This viewpoint is important in the development of college curricula 
leading to the iat of students for soil and water conservation work. 


He Soil ea Water Poneiiailen Curriculum in the Nebraska College of Seema ee 


‘The Den ory Department of the University . af Nebraska has developed over a 
period of years a conservation curriculum in which a student may major in 
subjects selected to develop an educational foundation in which professional 
technical training in the field of soil conservation may be developed. Two 
members of the faculty of the Agronomy Department presented in detail the 
development of the curriculum and its place in the educational program of 
the University of Nebraska. An arrangement has been made with the State 
Soil Conservation Service office for the summer—time employment of students 
majoring in soil conservation in soil conservation districts where they can 
receive field experience in actual application of practices and get college 
credit for this work. At the present time in the Northérn Great Plains 
States the Agricultural Colleges offering majors in conservation are Kansas 
State College and the University of Nebraska. In the review of the conser-— 
vation curricula of nearby state colleges and others. throughout the United 
States, it was pointed out that there is 4 great need for the development 
of new courses and revisions of old courses so that the training received 
‘points. specifically to the development of an educational background in soil 
conservation for professional technicians in soil ¢mservation, vocational 
agricultural teachers, public school teachers, and for those who return to 
Reerece acialgn | 


Group Gorsorration — How Extensi on Soil Conservationists and Others Can 
Take Part | 


Based on a survey made by the Soil Conservation Service it was shown that 
the number of farmers and business men who understood soil and water con- 
servation increased with the development of soil conservation district 
activities and progress with the establishment of soil conservation prac— 
tices. Much of this change in understanding of the soil conservation program 
- by both farmers and business men is due largely to what is already thought 

-' of as education brought about through such media as newspapers, radio, meet— 
‘ings of farmers and civic groups, 4-H Club activities, public school teach- 
ing, etc. An illustration was used which showed that many of the activities 
of a farm planner in obtaining a farmer application for technical assistance 
in planning for the establishment and maintenance of conservation practices 
involves an educational approach Analysis of reports from soil conserva-— 
tion districts shows a high correlation between applicati ms for assistance 
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~ conservation involved about 70 percent education ae 30 percent other | 4 


Extension Work in t the Little Sioux Watershed in lowa 


ciation of the costs of construction, sub-watershed organization and the > 


explain the importance of this program. He advised the planning of an 


soil and water conservation and that there would be much. merit in encour 


“vised knowing the editors and radio program directorse For the record | of 
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An i11ustrata on was used concerning ei which. ris t be done in ess sh. | 
ment of conservation such as grassed waterways , terracing and contourin 
proper land use rotations and gully control, all of which require cons 
able emphasis on information needed in establishment. The group felt 
an appraisal of educational needs for thé doing of the different seg 


Seabees > 


The extension sod conservationist fron Towa explained how the soil conser- 
‘vation educational work was being done in the Little Sioux Watershed. A 
county extension director is employed in one of the counties where a con 
struction program is under way. It is anticipated that additional such © 
assistants in soil conservation will be employed in 4 to 6 of the counties 
of the 10 in the watershed. Major educational problems of the watershed 
as reported were understanding of the need for soil conservation and appre- 


establishment of conservation practices plant on on the farms of the sub- 
watersheds prior to construction work. A watershed committee consisting — 
of one representative from each soil ems ee district or counties | 
where no districts have been organized provides the watershed area eader- 
ship in such matters as priority of work on sub-watersheds and standards 
for participation and completion of fam plans as related to construction 
work. An example of a county extension plan of work for soil cons ervati on 
was exhibited. It was made clear in this discussion that because of the 
requirement for performance on upland conservation establishment and the 
proposed completion of the construction program in a l5+year pericd ‘that 
there is the immediate need for an intensified program of education and 
facilitating activities over that now in existance. 


The Place of the Extensim Editor in Relating the Press and Radio Prog ie ‘a 
of Soil Conservation Districts to the Extension Service Press and Radi cnc. 0m 
Programs “  n 


Mr. Schinagl, Extension Editor in Wyoming, suggested that extension soil 
conservationists discuss the flocd control programs of their respective — 
states with the extension editors emphasizing the watershed features anda 


information program in counties and soil conservation districts of such — 
nature that people will be interested enough to ask the county extensicn 
workers for a program of education adapted to local conditions. More appeal 
to urban groups to make them conscious of their relationship to .the ‘soil 
and obtain more participation of civic organizations was suggested. Con— 
cerning materials he feels that publications have ta long way. to go" ine 


ing extension workers to take more good Soil and water cons¢ ervati on pics™ 
tures. County agents! photograph contests may be helpful. He raised’ the 
question of using adapted state or regional materials for arrangement in a 
the interest of having more effective and economical literature. He a 


of 
5 


lie 


iia oe oo soil Sal alice tech described briefly new bea con- 


Bice materials available in Bo regional office of the Soil bare 
i - servation Service were described and distributed. Five new soil conservation 
; motion pictures were shown and studied.for use. An up-to-date list of new 
- movies and slidefilms was provided. An arrangement was agreed upon for 
distribution to the extension soil conservationists of new materials by — 
each sending to the Information Division at Lincoln 15 copies of each when 
new items are available. Insofar as possible, steps will be taken in each 
state to develop a supply of. suitable audio-visual aids on soil conserva- 
tion and the mechanics for their distribution. One way suggested to help ie ana 
bring this about was: consideration of the matter by a sub-committee of the. 
cane 5oil Ae Oheg on Advisory Committees: as a basis for recommendations. 
Py ‘examination of new Tbspatire on Sodd ian dewatercondervabl oni sieaeem 
extensive array. Some of these were: Literature for young people, 4-H 
lub boys and girls, teaching units in various subjects of! importance to 0a 
weoil conservation, publications for in-service Pe for teachers, flood 
control, soil conservation technical guides, guides for recording district 
activities, guides for developing farmer conservationists, reports of ex— i 
perimental work at state stations, exhibit guides; materials:for use in (yi) ym 
churches, literature for use in schools, soil conservation activities with : 
schools, teacher training programs, programs of federations of woma@m's clubs, 
ideas for conservation displays, suggestions for civic club activities, 
guides for soil conservation district governing bodies, and guide sheets 
_ for soil conservation practices, | 


Puapini ror eee soil conservation district governing bodies to develop 
educational programs and annual work plans is being followed in each of the 
_ states or will be undertaken for 1949 plans. Where plans have been carried 
out good results were reported. Important considerations for success appear 
_ to be (1) informing all to be concerned of the procedure to be followed, 
_ (2) assistance by the extension soil econservaticnist with the actual plan-_ 
ning in éach soil conservation district where this is feasible —~- where it:. 
is not, the demonstration in representative areas so others can assist ef- 
- fectively with the planning, (3) preparation of clear and concise guides 
for local use in planning the educational work in soil cmservation dis-— 
_tricts, (4) arrangements for carrying out the planning early enough in the 
year to permit the fullest development of plans: by those able -to assist 
_ districts, (5) arrangements for full collaboration of the agencies: by State 
Soil Pee ee hon aay er ces and (6) arrangements for adninis— 


in has. way ER x the fuller use. of the resourees: and oy 
basis for calendarizing the activities to be undertaken. It was s 
‘that more attention Should be given calendars or schedules because 


Nae. reports indicated that county extension Anna plans oe 
Meee ‘conservation were improved greatly. . | | ee 


conservation district governing bodies should not be limited to ors 
when plans are made for the succeeding meat — that attention. eats 


eet vabeg “numbers . Tt w was pointed out that extension soil puerta 
Sar others should study each such effort as to its effectiveness. Things 
_  ~—s watch for according to comments are (1) extent of Nigh oni fhe 
foe) tne objectives. of activities. 


Extension tone with youth. in soil conservation was discussed with the - D 
lowing cemments: (1) 4-H Club soil conservation experience should Tead 
from the simple to the more complex, (2) the soil conservation 4-H Club | 
program sponsored by the National Committee on Boys and! Giris Club Work — 
should be looked to as the culminating club experience reflecting unde 
standing of problems, information on ways to meet the problems, develo 
of skills and the establishment on a given unit of land of the applicat 
soil and water conservation, (3) emphasize in the state le  Clubisoid 
servation programs work with the younger boys and girls -— possibly 10 
Pears, (4) emphasize development of leadership especially for the work ° 
--~—s the younger boys and ginds, (5) encouragement of soil conservation dist: 
ay interest in soil conser ration 4-H Club work, and (6) consideration by st 
ere extension service committees of how we can expand soil conservation work 
ia with youth. ‘ OS 


ars, The development of soil conservation education in the public schools was — 
a discussed. Many soil conservation districts are recognizing the impor 
of «the public schools as a local educational resource in advancing thé inn 
district programs. Likewise, many school people recognize their oppor— — 
tunities educationally in this field. Extensio soil conse 


aiding with the development of Seen training, course of study develop— 
ment and teaching methods. Much progress was reported in the teaching of 
soil and water conservation at all levels of the educational systen. 


Considerable attention was given the discussion of information which peo 
need to understand why action should be undertaken to protect land reso 
In practice this may involve the regrouping of information to “get out 
basic facts." The point was made that emphasis has been placed on the 
technical features of soil and water conservation practices without a 
parable development of the information as to why the practices should 
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“selarificati on, the eet of agencies who may partici pate’ aad materials eee 
and procedures useful in bringing about the emphasis on information which «2 
_ will provide an improved basis for reasoning. This attention is being re-— 

eae in improved publicity materials on soil and water conservation. © 


‘The Boirareive discussions this year, more than ever before, indicated 

3 that extension specialists were directing their efforts towards the fuller 
use of their information and that supervisory personnel of the Extamsion | 

. Service were guiding county extension workers toward a balanced program 
Bat. extension work in soil and water conservation. 


Extension soil conservationists Bea cts the enlarged opportunities they 
have of helping to bring specializeq information to farmers and ranchers 
in such a way that there will be sound action programs farm unit by unit. 
In achieving conservation on farm units the conservationists recognize the 
value of group action for accelerated progress and for meeting the physical 
_ situations in watershed programs such as are involved in projected flood Ae 
_ programs. Likewise, they recognize the opportunities of working with the 
personnel of the Soil Conservation Service for the most effective planning, 
- establishment and.maintenance work in soil conservaticn. Also, with en- 
 jlarged programs of education and action there are opportunities to bring 
into fuller play the other resources available to districts, especially 
those which are available locally. It was clearly evident from the dis— 
- cussions that soil conservation district governing bodies are appreciative 
i tof the assistance which they have had. Extension conservationists plan to ~ 
- do what they can further to help soil conservation districts see and develop 
the local soil conservation program. 


The extension soil conservationists attended a dinner meeting of the Lincoln 
Chapter of the Soil Conservation Society of America and heard a most inter-— 
esting talk on atomic energy. They also attended a dinner meeting sponsored 
by the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company and saw the motion picture film 
My Country" which had been produced recently by Goodyear. 


The meeting with Mr. McClymonds at the conclusion of the conference was 

much appreciated. During each conference this has been the occasion for 
discussion of the conference sessions, comments which those attending wish 

to make about their work, the asking of questions and the making of plans 

for a future conference of this nature. There was unanimous agreement au, 
that the conferences be continued at appropriate times and places. 
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